BOOK  IV
HELLENISTIC JUDAISM

CHAPTER  I
THE  DIASPORA1

I

ORIGIN AND DISTRIBUTION

A LARGE number of Jews lived outside Palestine and
constituted the Diaspora, or Dispersion. As we already
know, various causes had contributed to drive them out of their
country at different periods of their history, e.g. foreign rule,
so frequently imposed upon Israel; the revolts which had so
often rent the nation; the desire which seized many of its
children to go and seek their fortune on soil less ungrateful than
the stony tracts of Judah ; the lure of trade and the thirst for
gain.

When, in 537 B.C., the Persian monarch permitted the
rebuilding of the Holy City, many of those who had been
deported in 588 did not return. They remained " beside the
waters of Babylon," and there built up a large and affluent
colony.

So much is well known. But even before this colony arose,
more or less numerous groups of Jews had already settled round
the eastern Mediterranean,2 and it has been suspected, not with-
out some reason, that these had on several occasions established
connexions with their brothers and neighbours, the Phoenicians.3

1 LXXV,   Index,   s.v.   Diaspora,   Proselyten,   Synagogen;    XLVH,
analytical tables  and especially i,  243-53  (Jewish  worship  and  the
religious policy of the Empire) ;   255-90 (Proselytism);   CCCXXIX ;
CCVIII, 192-211 (Hellenistic Judaism);   CLII, 432-7 (Relation of the
Diaspora to Palestinian Judaism);   CGLXXIX, Index to vol. ii, s.v.
Synagogue ;   CCCXIX (Jewish life at Rome).

2 VIII.

3 G. Rosen, Juden und Phonizier.  Das antike Judentum als Mission-
religion und die Entstehung d. jiidischen Diaspora, Tubingen, 1929.
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